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APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL DIKOVIĆ SHOULD BE RECONSIDERED 

The Humanitarian Law Center (HLC) rightly questioned whether it was appropriate to appoint General Ljubiša Diković, commander of the then-Yugoslav Army’s (VJ) 37th Motorized Brigade during the war in Kosovo, as Chief of Staff (CoS) of the Serbian Armed Forces.  The hysterical response from high ranking representatives of the Serbian Ministry of Defense confirms the Center for Euro-Atlantic Studies’ (CEAS) thesis that security sector reform in Serbia suffers from dangerous gaps that affect other policies. Despite mounting evidence of these gaps and their consequences, they are not subject to proper attention or by Western governments or the majority of NGOs in Serbia. 

Security sector reform entails adoption of not only structural and normative measures but also appropriate personnel.   As with many other reforms in Serbia, current Serbian Kosovo policy and the Serbian leadership’s lack of political strength or will in the face of strong resistance coming from the security structures has impeded these long overdue measures, further retarding the complete democratization of Serbia.  In order to achieve its goals, Serbia’s leadership is ready to ignore responsibilities for many crimes committed in Kosovo during 1998-1999 and to continue with the Milosević-era practice of promoting – rather than prosecuting – those who bear responsibility for the crimes. 
CEAS protested against this practice in 2009, when General Mladen Ćirković, commander of the Serbian Army, was appointed Deputy Chief of Staff. The government’s official justification for this appointment stated that General Ćirković was a professional with considerable military and combat experience, decorated for bravery (by the Milošević regime) for his command of the 15th Armored Brigade during the war in Kosovo. Officials failed to remind the public that Ćirković was also on the EU black list, just one step lower in the chain of command than those officers and officials who ended up on trial at The Hague. Unfortunately, upon his retirement, Gen. Ćirković was appointed as Defense Minister Dragan Šutanovac’s advisor. 
Since the publication of HLC’s dossier on Gen. Diković and statements by HLC and CEAS that he should not be appointed Chief of Staff, senior representatives of the Serbian MoD have attacked our organizations while not addressing the serious issues raised on Gen. Diković’s fitness to serve.   This intimidation aims to deny the right of civil society organizations to play their vital role in ensuring the democratic control of the armed forces, which is granted to them by the Serbian Constitution and the Law on Army. At the same time, these officials claim that the Serbian Armed Forces are under the democratic and civilian control. Instead of justifying Diković’s appointment, representatives of the MoD and their journalists attack HLC for broaching the issue. 
CEAS finds Defense Minister Šutanovac’s justification that in every country chiefs of staff come to their position through combat duty to be incorrect. There are many countries around the world which have not participated in armed conflict for a long period of time, not even assigning their troops in military missions abroad. Rarely are officers with war crime accusations hanging over them appointed to senior commands. . MoD and the Office of the Prosecutor for War Crimes statements that lack of ICTY investigation is sufficient confirmation of someone’s “clean hands” is also incorrect. Such statements either betray outright ignorance of transitional justice and responsibilities of the domestic courts for war crimes, or outright efforts to deceive the Serbian public. 

Significantly, no major media outlet in Serbia published or transmitted the HLC’s announcement on Gen. Diković’s appointment, yet they all covered the MoD’s denials. These denials, despite the fact that most of the evidence in the HLC dossier Diković come from ICTY, are called “monstrous, superficial, and false;” such terminology was not used for the crimes listed in the dossier. CEAS wishes to emphasize the fact that no  media in Serbia published or transmitted additional documents announced by HLC that without any doubt put  General Diković and his troops in place and time when  hideous crimes committed in Kosovo during spring 1999 against civilians of Albanian ethnicity. Since these additional documents have been published, the MoD and most of the media have gone silent. 

In light of all these facts due to numerous disturbing facts from Gen. Diković’s war biography presented by HLC, CEAS invites Serbian President Boris Tadić to explain his reasoning for the appointment and to reconsider his decision. 
CEAS hopes that representatives of the western international community, who formally expect from Serbia to actively participate in processes of regional reconciliation and cooperation will adopt positions consistent with these touchstones and make clear to President Tadić that Gen. Diković in the role of Serbia’s Chief of Staff would be problematic. If this does not happen, it will again illustrate their willingness to subvert their credibility for expediency, undermining their own long-term interest in Serbia’s full democratization. 
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